
January 17, 2017!!
! Dear Fifth Grade Families,!!
! With one full week back in the routine, we have jumped into several new topics of 
study.  As I’ve mentioned previously, I think it is ideal when curricular topics collide.  It is 
the idea of making connections between topics, despite the subject area, and then to 
the world itself is something I like to encourage.  Our field trip to the Museum of Science 
and Industry is all set for Tuesday, January 31.  Details were stapled into each student’s 
planner last week and $6 fee is due to the MSI today.  Thanks for the quick response.  
We are excited about the opportunity and several of units of study will “collide” at the 
museum.  !!
! In our effort to make connections, I’ve invited several guest speakers to our 
classroom who can speak more in-depth on specific topics.  In the area of Science and 
the body systems, I’m working with Mr. Bolig to take our classroom learning into the 
gym.  Mrs. Armstrong will present information on healthy eating and the importance of 
water drinking especially related to athletics.  This week, Pastor Lyle visited our 
classroom for some Q & A on Epiphany.  I was impressed with the thorough questions 
that were posed by the students. They know “THE STORY” but now are considering 
some of the details and what this means for us today.  It was enlightening to hear their 
discussion about Jesus being a gift for all people- then and NOW.!!
! We are working on a new Writing topic about visiting a National Park.  It’s a 
favorite subject for me as my family and I have traveled to many of the National Parks.  
It lends itself nicely to persuasive writing as students will research a particular park in an 
effort to encourage visitors.  It’s all part of a larger Unit in the Reading book titled “Read 
Around the World”  in which we focus on the importance of setting and “send” postcards 
back to Grace School.  Ask your students about post card writing.!!
Thanks for all your support at home.  !!
Together in Christ,!!
Mrs. Massmann!
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