
September 20, 2016!
!
Dear Fifth Grade Families, !
!
! We continue to settle into a routine and are especially working on transitions from one 
class to another and from one place to another.  Some of these transitions are new experiences 
as fifth graders have exposure to more teachers.  We are working on it and practicing about 
how to keep track of everything that is expected.  This practice is especially true with regard to 
the daily assignment planner.  As a model, I fill out a class planner and it is projected through 
the document camera (ELMO) so that students can mimic the details.  Students should write 
every assignment, even if finished, so that the planner can serve as checklist as they work.  
Please ask your student to see his/ her planner and offer some encouragement.!
! Discussions on faithful leaders has been a guide for us in Religion class.  We’ve 
examined a familiar story like Noah’s Ark through various perspectives.  In Science, we made 
charts and interpreted the data that compared the size of the ark to various boats throughout 
history.  We watched a video about about how rainbows are formed and took a walk over to the 
Concordia campus to see an amazing painting of the ark (thanks, Mrs. Hynes).  Throughout it 
all, we are reminded that God’s promises to Noah are true for us still today.   !
! Finally, MAP testing begins this week and will last over a two week period.  Fifth graders 
are testing on Friday (9/23), Monday (9/26), and Tuesday (9/27) in the areas of Math, Reading, 
and Language Usage.  The test will be completed on the new iPads and the best way to support 
your student is to provide a reasonable bed time and a hearty healthy breakfast.  Following the 
Fall test results, we will be working on some individual goal setting for the balance of the school 
year.  More on that at conference time.!
! I’m am enjoying getting to know this lively bunch.  They have a good sense of humor 
and an optimistic spirit that brings joy to every task.  I am thankful for each of them.!
!
Have a good week,!
!
Mrs. Massmann!
rmassmann@graceriverforest.org 
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